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self-seeking and crafty demagogues.    Peel's intellect
was  not  one   which could be long deluded by the
demagogue and the Bedlamite theory.    What was it,
he asked himself, which had inspired the serf of Clare
with the resolution and the energy of a free man?
Was it not the serfs conviction that he had a great
national and religious cause to fight for, and if needs
were to   die  for?    Peel's   mind was  gradually  and
rapidly coming round to Lord Anglesey's view of the
crisis ; and it was  not long before he had  reached
the settled   conviction   that   Parliament must grant
Catholic Emancipation.     Here, again, we   have   to
observe  how   different   was   the   character  of Peel
from that of other statesmen who .had at other times
anything like a similar crisis to encounter.    It has
happened more than  once in  English history since
the days of the Catholic question, that a statesman
having   combated   successfully   a   certain    political
movement for session after  session has at last been
forced   to  the   conclusion   that  the  movement  was
growing too strong to be resisted much longer, and
that as it was destined to be successful he might as
well have  the honour of its  success  as any other.
There is an instance in modern English history of a
statesman who having thus been forced to make up
his mind to the inevitable success  of a movement
which he had hitherto opposed with all his might and
main, came to think that after all he might as well
take advantage of the crisis by putting himself at the
head of the movement, and carrying it to a parlia-
mentary success.    Peel never could be a statesman of
this light-minded order; he now felt convinced that